
“For I was a stranger and you welcomed me” (Matt. 25.35) 

Last Sunday we read about the good Samaritan who came to the aid of the helpless man beaten and robbed by thieves. 

He did it without expecting any benefits. He did it without counting the cost. The parable did not tell us that he 

received any reward for such a noble action. In the first reading of today taken from Gen 18:1-10a, we are presented 

with the story of how Abraham was given a big reward for his hospitality: Abraham and Sarah welcome a trio of 

noon time travelers and become in their extreme old age the parents of a child God had promised them.  

 

The story of Abraham and three strangers could have happened otherwise. Abraham could have turned a blind eye 

to them. In doing so he would have failed miserably at hospitality. Such an unwelcoming attitude is not also 

uncommon among us today. In many instances people have condemned travelers as enemies, or worse, thrown them 

off their property, or sent them packing. The Good Samaritan in last Sunday’s gospel reading did not go asking 

questions like: who was this man beaten? What was his identity? Why did he travel alone on such a dangerous road 

known to be infested with robbers? I am sure that if we were ever to demand explanations for all the needy situations 

that call for our attention, there would always be some reason that may deter us from helping out or being hospitable.  

 

Abraham’s humility and generosity are quite remarkable. He told his visitors that he would fetch “a little water,” 

and a “morsel of bread.” Instead, he gives them a tender good calf from his herd, curds and milk, and cakes made 

from fine flour. Whenever charity knocks at our doors, let us respond without counting the cost. Every action of 

kindness does not go unnoticed. Even when we are paid back negatively for our kindness, it should not discourage 

us. It is a common saying that givers never lack. In one way or another, our gift will return to us in full 

pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. In the final 

judgment our Lord Jesus Christ ushers into eternal life those who showed kindness to strangers (cf. Matt. 25.34-

36).  

 

Once Jesus began his public ministry, he was often on the road and had to depend on the hospitality of strangers for 

meals and a place to rest. In our gospel passage of today, Martha and Mary welcome him; they gave him their time 

and entertained him. Hospitality is a form of charity. In his Rule of Order, a book of precepts for the monks of the 

Benedictine order, St. Benedict wrote that they should receive the stranger as they would welcome Christ Himself. 

Let us follow that rule in our Christian faith communities and welcome all visitors regardless of who they are. Let 

us open our hearts and homes to them.  

 


